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They had also a very great number of vases of gold and
silver, but the Spaniards have seized everything ; wherefore
they now can only give their masters what is produced in
the country, and consequently few Spaniards live there.
Some people assert, that the Indians are gradually leaving
off their bad habits, and the deceptions of their false religion ;
and that the answers of their mock deities have ceased, be-
cause they have heard from the priests and from the monks
the words of the holy gospel: yet what can I answer to
this, but that God would have it so ? For I can safely tes-
tify, that never priest or monk went to preach among those
people, or to teach them our faith; and the Indians publicly
laugh at them, declaring that they will not be Christians on
account of our wickedness. Moreover, although the presi-
dent della Gasca commanded, as before related, that in every
village there should be priests and monks to instruct the
children, the Spaniards of this town, as well as of several
others, appealed; observing, that a priest wanted a salary of
four hundred ducats a year, and that none of the Indians
paid such a sum even to their masters. But about that time
I quitted Peru, and therefore do not know how the affair
terminated.
Whilst I remained in that province, often for amusement
I went amongst those native villages, both inland and along
the beach; and on one occasion, entering a liamlet called
CJiiaropoto, I found the Indians making sacrifices in their
temple, beating drums and singing some of their song*.
Desirous of witnessing, I went into the temple ; but at* soon
as the ministers saw me, with great anger, and almost spit-
ting in my face, they turned me out. I perceived an idol,
to the classical ancients, unless it can be identified in the sinarag<Iu8 of
Pliny. La Manta, the district here trod by Bcnzoni, has long been
esteemed as the best site of that gem; but as it occunj in veins pann
through primitive rocks, it is probable that the finding of oinml<l,s
accidental; and that the tortured natives had 110 mines to reveal. ( T/VI